THE INFLUENCE OF THE SOVEREIGN

been co-respondent in a divorce suit).1 Mr Gladstone did not nominate
him. Mr Gladstone proposed Mr Childers for the War Office, but the
Queen * positively refused' this; and Mr Gladstone appointed him to
the Home Office.2

In 1892 the Queen told Sir Henry Ponsonby that "she positively
refuses to take either Sir Charles Dilke or.. .Mr Labouchere. To these,
however, she must add Lord Ripon not to have anything to do with
India. Lord Kimberley she is also much against for India, and certainly
on no account as Viceroy.' 3 Mr Gladstone did not propose office for
Sir Charles Dilke, but he was anxious to appoint Mr Labouchere. The
Queen's main objection, apparently, was that Mr Labouchere owned
and, in theory, edited Truth. The Queen's objection was strong enough
to keep him out of office altogether.4 Lord Ripon went to the Colonial
Office, but Lord Kimberley was appointed to the India Office.

If there are more recent precedents they have not been published.
Probably there is none. Soon after the first Labour Government (of
1924) was established, George V provided a memorandum on the
relations between the King and his ministers. One item was, 'No
change is made in the constitution of the Ministry until the King's
approval has been obtained '.5 On the other hand, there is little evidence
of that King having any influence on appointments. He raised no
objection to the appointment of Mr Lansbury, who had said that

* certain circles' were bringing pressure to bear on the King, and added

* Some centuries ago, a King stood against the common people and he
lost his head'.6  In 1925 the King asked Mr Baldwin to select 'able,
efficient and energetic administrators', and added that it would be
very welcome to himself if Mr Austen Chamberlain was appointed as
Foreign Secretary.7   In 1929 he suggested (somewhat oddly) that
Mr J. H. Thomas 'owing to his close intimacy with Mr MacDonald,
might prove an excellent Foreign Secretary'.8 These few and unim-
portant examples suggest that the modern practice is to talk over the list
of names with the Sovereign, whose advice on personality and efficiency
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